
Empresa Cooperativa del Sur del Cauca (COSURCA) is composed of 15 farmer associa-
tions and coffee cooperatives from four municipalities in Cauca, a mountainous province 
of Southwestern Colombia.  Founded in 1993, this organization has been seriously 
affected by armed extremist groups who value the area for its proximity to the jungle 
and abundant natural resources.  Many farmers in the area have converted their coffee 
crops to more profitable, illegal ones while others have been threatened and displaced 
by armed groups.  In contrast, COSURCA’s 1,090 members have a strong organization 
and financial stability as a result of Fair Trade.   

Using revenue from Fair Trade sales, COSURCA members are able to:
• Take preventative measure. Stop cultivation of more than 1,800 acres of 

coca and poppy and eradicate more than 500 acres of coca.

• Protect the environment. Retained their land and maintained their organic 
certification, organic coffee production is a tradition that began in the area 
more than 100 years ago.

• Establish food security.  Savings are allocated to members providing the 
funds to grow a variety of fruits and vegetables for home consumption.

• Manufacture agricultural inputs.  Composting programs in several 
communities help generate organic fertilizer and reduce waste.

 ABOUT THE COOP 

Date Established: 1993

Number of Members: 1,090

Annual Production: 16 containers

 ABOUT THE COFFEE  

Varieties: Typica, Caturra,  and Colombia

Elevation: 1400-1900m

Processing: Wet processing and sun drying

Cup Characteristics: medium body, medium-
high acidity, and sweet berry flavor 

Harvest Season: Apr-Jun 

Export Season: May-Oct

Organic Production: 60%

Organic Certification Agency: Biotropico, 
Ecocert

COSURCA, Colombia
“Solidarity between farmers and indigenous communities is essential to 
the survival of various organizations in Colombia during this period of 
extreme vulnerability. For our organization, this strategy unfolds within 
the framework of Fair Trade as we consider this the most effective source 
of social and economic improvement for our farmers.”

—Excerpt from COSURCA letter to TransFair USA
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Recent Highlights
 Currently, the cooperative is focused on providing technical assistance in the areas of quality improvement and capacity-building for 

its members.  More specifically, the newly-formed technical assistance team provides training to members in organic agriculture and     
ecologically-friendly production methods.

FA I R  T R A D E  P R O D U C E R  P R O FI L E
C O F F E E  C O O P E R A T I V E


